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10 December 2015  

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Report writing is nearly complete for Fifth Form and Lower Sixth pupils and from the reports that I have read so 

far, I have been struck by the consistently high level of effort that the pupils have maintained in their studies 

throughout the term.  The end of the Michaelmas term is perhaps the busiest time of the year yet the pupils’ 

enthusiasm and commitment appear to be as high as ever. 

 

We will be sending reports and letters directly to you via the Parent Portal.  This will ensure that you will have the 

reports much earlier in the holiday to enable full discussion with your children.  If you would like to receive a paper 

copy of the report after Christmas, please feel free to request one from Miss Camden via the usual email address.  

Parents of Lower Fourth pupils will receive a Tutor letter with an overview of progress.   

 

In the week ahead we will be reflecting on a full and rewarding term in various assemblies and we will mark the 

end of term for the pupils with a traditional Christmas lunch on Monday and our formal Mark Reading Assembly 

and Carol Services on Wednesday.   

 

I will be sending a full bulletin in the coming days to highlight a number of key dates and events next term.  I 

should note here though that, due to a clash, the Lower Sixth Parents’ Evening will be moved from its current date 

(Thursday March 10th) to Monday March 14th.  Please feel able to make contact with your son or daughter’s tutor 

to highlight any problems this change might cause and, in the circumstances, we will endeavour to accommodate 

your needs through alternative arrangements. 

 

Due to the ever popular Festive Ladies’ Lunch and a wide range of fixtures, it might be helpful to know that we are 

expecting a large number of visitors on Saturday morning and so, whilst the Gatehouse staff will be doing their 

usual sterling work, there may be some difficulties finding a space.  Overflow parking is available at Housman Hall.  

I would like to thank you for your patience and forbearance on the days when the parking is particularly vexing. 

 

On a much brighter note, Bromsgrove Service is a wonderful part of our programme and just recently it has 

enabled pupils to host a large group of elderly people for a wonderful afternoon of Christmas cheer at Housman 

Hall; to help out at the Stroke Association Christmas Fair selling items made by Service pupils and to spread cheer 

to a number of local residential homes through musical performance.  The Shoebox Appeal produced over 88 

boxes for orphanages across the world too and this year’s Flourishing Fiver team raised £170 from a raffle and 

collected £675 in donations at the Advent Service.  I should also commend the pupils of Housman Hall who raised 

£680 from their supermarket bag packing which will be donated to UNICEF.  This sample of a wide range of 

events is a clear sign of how hard the children work to serve the needs of the less fortunate and to support the 

work of a wide range of charities. 

 

On the sporting front, the girls in U16 and U19 age groups won the Sandwell LEA table tennis competition.  In 

badminton, the boys lost a close match against Oundle but the girls continued their successful season by winning 

7-2.  

 

On the hockey pitches, the 1st XI played beat Repton 3-1 and the U14B’s drew 2-2.  Sadly, the U16 indoor team 

just missed out on progressing to the National finals.   

 

The impressive U15 Netball Cup run came to an end this week with a narrow defeat while the 1st team beat 

Hereford 6th form College.  Congratulations to the U14 girl’s netball team who won the county championships.   

 

Nearly 300 boys represented the school on Saturday in matches against Clifton College and King Edwards, 

Birmingham. To enable these fixtures to go ahead, the majority of our teams had to play up a level. There were 

wins for the 1st XV and U15A teams but special mention must go to the 3rd XV who beat King Edwards 2nd XV. 

 

We hosted our invitational swimming relays against nine schools, including Warwick, Repton, Marlborough College 

and Abingdon School. Our U15 boys won both the Medley and Freestyle relays. The U15 girls also swam extremely 

well in both events finishing 2nd in the Medley and 1st in the Freestyle taking gold. 
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The senior boys had extremely tough competition from Abingdon and Warwick schools. Overall the boys finished 

3rd in the Medley Relay and 2nd in the Freestyle Relay.  Equally, the senior girls had very tough competition 

finishing 3rd in both the Medley and Freestyle relays. Well done to all pupils involved. 

 

It was terrific to see the CCF Contingent at their best for the annual inspection on Monday.  The cadets have set 

themselves very high standards for the term ahead as the Contingent welcomes a new Officer Commanding in Mr 

Andrew Quentin. 

 

I will be writing soon with details of report publication dates and the end of term bulletin which I hope you will find 

helpful. 

 

 

 

Kind regards 

 
Jeremy Hallows  

Head of Senior School  

 

 

Events Ahead 

 

Saturday 12th  12.00pm Festive Ladies’ Lunch 

Monday 14th   7.00pm  Christmas Concert, Routh Hall 

Wednesday 16th  1.45pm  Fourth Form Christmas Service (begins 2.00pm) 

     Pupils may leave School on completion of the Service 

   3.00pm  Fifth and Sixth Form Christmas Service (begins 3.15pm) 

   4.30pm  End of term 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


